The Paramount
Theatre
Seattle

Social Narrative
We look forward to your visit to a production at the Paramount
Theatre! Theatre is a fun way to experience a story. In these
pages you will find things you will see at the Paramount Theatre.
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THE BENEFITS

Vitamin C+

I am going to the Paramount Theatre to
see a show. A theatre show is a way of
experiencing a story. People move
around on a stage and act out and
speak the story. People on a stage that
tell the story are called actors. Actors
can tell the story through talking, singing
and/or dancing. When actors only talk, it
is called a play. When actors also sing
ORANGES ARE GROWN EACH YEAR IN AMERICA
and dance, it is called a musical. The
actors will wear make-up and costumes,
and might come close to me.
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When I get to the theatre, my
family and I will walk in and
show the person our tickets.
If we don’t have the tickets
yet, we will wait in line at the
Box Office.
Everyone has to have a
ticket to get into the theatre.
Before I go inside, I have to
take my coat off. When I go
through the door, someone
will look into our bags, and a
ticket person will ask for my
ticket and scan it. The
scanner makes a beeping
sound.

TICKETS/ENTRANCE

THE BENEFITS

The Lobby
The Lobby is a big room where my family, I and
other theater goers wait for the show to begin.
Everyone has to wait for the theatre doors to open.
It can be very crowded and noisy here. I can tell my
family that I need a quiet spot if it is too noisy for
me. The lobby also has places that sell snacks,
drinks and items from the show like shirts.
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BATHROOM
The doors to the bathrooms are in the
lobby. I can tell my family when I need to
use the bathroom. It is good to try to use
the bathroom before the show and during
intermission. Sometimes there is a line of
people that want to use the bathroom. I will
wait for my turn.
There are bathrooms on the first floor and
top floor.

THE BENEFITS

THEATRE DOOR
When the doors open to the theatre, I
can line up and go into the theatre.
Someone that works at the theatre will
be at the door. That person is called
an usher. An usher takes a look at
your ticket and helps you find your
seat. They give you a Program about
the show. I can look at the Program
with my family.
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Vitamin C+

INSIDE THE
THEATER
The theatre has lots of
seats and a stage. My
ticket tells me where
my seat is. The usher
will help my family find
our seats. The seats are
in rows. My seat will be
with my family. Our
seats can be close to
the stage or far away.
There will be people I
don’t know sitting
around me. The people
sitting in the seats are
called the audience.

The Stage
The musical happens on the
stage. Only actors and people
that work at the theater are
allowed on the stage.
Sometimes there is a curtain
that hides what is on the stage.
Sometimes the curtain is open
and I can see what is on the
stage. The decorations on the
stage are called the set. There
are no actors on the stage
before the show starts.
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Start of the Show
The lights in the theater will go darker when the show is about
to begin. Sometimes people will clap when the show is about to
start because they are excited to see the show.
People also sometimes clap:
- after a song (short)
- at the end of the first act before the intermission (short)
- at the end of the show (long clapping)
I can clap at these times too if I want to. If the clapping is too
loud I can put on headphones or cover my ears. The Volunteers
have headphones for me. When people really like a show, they
might stand up at the end while they are clapping. This is called
a Standing Ovation. I can stand or sit!
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INTERMISSION
Most shows have a break, or intermission. The part before the break is called Act 1 and the part
after is called Act 2. I can stay in my seat or I can get up and go in the lobby. Intermission is a
good time to get a snack, use the bathroom or take a walk with my family.
I know it is time to get back to my seat when the lights flicker in the lobby.
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All Done!
At the end of the show, the actors take a bow on the stage and people clap for them to tell
them “good job”. My family and I will leave after the clapping is done and the actors leave the
stage. Everyone in the theatre will want to leave, so it will take some time to get out of the
theatre. It will be crowded. I will wait for my turn to walk out of the doors with my family. My
family and I will go into the lobby and then outside.
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